




DESIGN: Please briefly introduce yourself 
to us first?
Baek-Ki Kim: My name is Baek-Ki Kim; I am a UK 
based Korean dreamer.

DESIGN: Now you live and work in UK? Why 
did you choose the UK as your working and 
living base? Have you met with any culture 
clashes in UK?
Baek-Ki Kim: That is quite a tough question, 
because, there are many factors and reasons 
tangled together. However, I would like to say 
that I want to experience multiple cultures. 
So, I worked at an electronic company as a 
product designer in South Korea. One day, I 
felt that I wanted to develop a wider scope in 
my profession. Probably, it was tempting to 
me to come to London. This is because, as far 
as I know, London is one of core metropolises 
of design in the world. In London there are 
numerous sorts of things related to design, 
architecture and art. I have been staying in 
London for about one and half years, but, I 
have not met any cultural shocks yet.

DESIGN: What attracts you most in the UK?
Baek-Ki Kim: In London, personally, the most 

attractive thing is symbiosis among design, 
architecture and art. Also, they are always 
conflating among themselves or with other 
factors. London, the city, feels like a huge 
melting pot on creative culture.

DESIGN: As a talented Korean designer, 
what’s the special feature of your design? Or 
how does the Korean way of life influence 
your work?
Baek-Ki Kim: Currently, I am focusing on a 
theme which is a ‘Domestic Perspective’. 
It represents typical cultural things in the 
medium of furniture. It means to reissue 
useful things and to record the past. 
Domestic perspectives represent a scene 
of linking and conflating collective things 
through a medium of furniture. It is mainly 
generated by the shifting in usage, exploring 
similarities and form finding around of us. 
It does not just discuss narrow spectrums 
such as trends. The design of things can be 
domesticated with cultural perspectives and 
open-minded perspectives.

DESIGN: What can inspire you most?

Baek-Ki Kim: I tend to be inspired from sceneries or 
landscapes, but, I mainly create objects. It is always 
placed in our living space as a piece of landscape.

DESIGN: Behind all of your work, what’s the 
special guideline?
Baek-Ki Kim: To be honest, I don’t have a 
standardized method to my design, because I 
am always trying to do things in an experimental 
way. However, the most important keyword is 
‘conflation’ among two opposite factors.

DESIGN: Is there any designer or architect you 
appreciate a lot?
Baek-Ki Kim: It is really hard to state that, 
because there are lots of great designers 
and architects. In particular, I really like Jean 
Prouve, Rem Koolhaas as an architect and 
Ross Lovegrove, Marc Newson as designers. 
They showed new possibilities through their 
experiments, languages and perspectives.

DESIGN: What’s your plan for the future?
Baek-Ki Kim: I want to extend the scope of my 
work. Particularly, I am really curious to know 
architectural contexts such as emergence. And 
so, I try to keep changing.

Baek-Ki Kim称自己是“身居英国的韩国梦

想家（UK based Korean dreamer）。”

Baek-Ki Kim本身是名韩国人,如今却工

作、生活在伦敦，并在当地电子公司当一名

产品设计师。之所以选择伦敦，用他的话来

讲就是“其中掺杂了很多原因”，但不管怎

么说，Baek-Ki Kim认为伦敦是设计领域的

大都市，为了体验不同的文化，拓展自己的

专业领域他来到伦敦，至今已有一年半的时

间。在他眼中，伦敦就像一个创新文化的巨

大熔炉，设计、建筑和艺术在这里汇聚。

虽说Baek-Ki Kim人在伦敦，但在他的设计

中却明显呈现出韩国传统文化的影响，在他

的设计作品Snows和Positives=Negatives

中尤其明显。Positives=Negatives让人

很 容 易 就 联 想 到 韩 国 传 统 建 筑 的 房 檐 结

构。而Snows则是一个既能储存东西，又

能用来坐的“伪泡菜”座椅。冬天，埋在

雪中的泡菜罐给了他这个设计灵感，而在

Baek-Ki Kim的手中，这个容器不但可以

放玩具、放书、放酒等等，而且罐子上面

的坐垫是用聚乙烯泡沫（Polyethylene 

Foam）制作而成，能够回收，就像雪一

样 ， 最 终 融 化 在 大 自 然 里 。 或 许 正 如 他

所说，风景总能给他灵感，因为Baek-
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Ki Kim想让自己的作品像风景一样被摆放

在使用者的家中，这是否就是他的设计哲

学？“我认为自己目前并没有形成一套固

有的设计方法，一切都还在试验当中，但

却有个关键字始终贯穿在我的作品当中：

Conflation，将两个截然想反的元素相融

合。”

Baek-Ki Kim曾在韩国Samsung工作有4年

时间，在这期间，他所设计的几个主要作品

和他所参与设计的电子项目也曾获得过德国

iF和红点奖、日本的Gmark和韩国的Good 

Design Award等奖项。

未来，Baek-Ki Kim想继续扩展自己的

设计领域，并且会不断地试验、改变，尝

试各种可能性。像Jean Prouve、Ross 

Lovegrove和Marc Newson一样，Baek-

Ki Kim欣赏他们通过作品和自己独特的视角

给大家呈现设计的各种可能性。

上图，Seatub躺椅，在浴缸般的座椅中是否

更有助于放松和思考？

下图，Snows座椅兼存储罐，灵感来自韩国

泡菜的腌制过程。

左页图，Positives=Negatives桌子，让人很

容易就联想到韩国传统建筑的房檐结构。
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